Psychology 420 – Cognitive Processes
Spring Semester, 2013
Tuesday & Thursday: 001- 8:30am – 9:45am; 002 - 10:15 – 11:30am (Rm. – 218 Poe Hall)
INSTRUCTOR:

Dr. McLaughlin

EMAIL:

anne_mclaughlin@ncsu.edu

OFFICE:

Room 725 - Poe

PHONE:

919-513-2434

OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday 1:30pm – 3:30pm and by appointment

REQUIRED TEXT:

Anderson, J.R. (2005). Cognitive Psychology (7th Edition), New York, NY: Worth Publishers.

COURSE OVERVIEW: This course is designed to provide an undergraduate-level survey of the
concepts, theories, and research in cognitive psychology. A broad range of topics will be covered in the
following major areas of cognitive psychology: cognitive neuroscience, perception, memory, attention,
decision making, and cognitive development. The objective of the course is to provide you with an
understanding of the major topics of research in cognitive psychology and the relationships of these topics
to human behavior. Special emphasis will be placed on how theory can be applied to real-world
phenomena.
This course uses Moodle for assignments. You can also download the student version of class
powerpoints from Moodle as PDFs. The site is moodle.wolfware.ncsu.edu and you log in with your unity
ID. It is your responsibility to figure out how to log in and use the site. It is also your responsibility to
check your NCSU email for changes to the syllabus and other announcements.
Students are expected to adhere to the Code of Student Conduct: http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-1135-01
EXAMS and GRADING:
98-100 is an A+, 94-97 is an A, 90-93 is an A-, 87-89 is a B+, 84-86 is a B, 80-83 is a B-, 77-79
is a C+, 74-76 is a C, 70-73 is a C-, 67-69 is a D+, 64-66 is a D, 60-63 is a D-, below 60 is failing.
I truncate, so if you receive an 89.9 you will still receive a B+.
Your course grade will be determined by:
1) Exams (18%, 18%, 24%). There will be two exams and a final. Each exam may consist of
multiple-choice, short answer, and/or essay questions. Exam grades will represent 60% of your
final grade. The best way to study for an exam is to attend class. The final will be cumulative.
EXAM POLICIES: Make arrangements with Dr. McLaughlin in advance if you must miss a test
because of a conference, job interview, etc. If you will miss a test because of a last-minute
emergency, such as illness, email Dr. McLaughlin BEFORE THE START OF THE EXAM.
Illnesses, etc. must be verifiable and documented. Arrangements for the scheduling of makeup
tests must be made within 1 week of missing the scheduled test, otherwise you will receive a
zero. Make-up tests are often all-essay exams.
2) Attendance (7%). Attendance and participation make up this portion of your grade. Ask questions in
class. Keep in mind that 7% is more than half a letter grade! You can miss 2 classes with no penalty.
University policy on absences may be found at http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-03
3) In-class exercises (8%). These include various announced and unannounced exercises throughout the
semester. One or two might even be pop quizzes. These cannot be made up (that’s why they are called “in
class”), but you can make one not count at the end of the semester. This will allow you to miss one as a
freebie.
4) Writing component (25%). You will 5 complete 5 writing assignments (5% each) across the semester.
Two will be responses to podcasts posted in Moodle. Three will be based on primary source articles, also
posted in Moodle. Lateness results in loss of a letter grade per day. Writing component details and sample
provided on Moodle.
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ANTICIPATED LECTURE, READING, AND EXAM SCHEDULE
Due at start of class
January

February

March

April
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28
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16
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May

25
2
7

Introduction
The Science of Cognition
The Science of Cognition
Perception
Perception
Attention and Performance
Attention and Performance
Mental Imagery
Mental Imagery
Representation of Knowledge
Representation of Knowledge
Exam 1
Human Memory: Encoding and Storage
Human Memory: Encoding and Storage
Human Memory: Retention and Retrieval
Human Memory: Retention and Retrieval
Holiday - Spring Break
Holiday - Spring Break
Problem Solving
Problem Solving
Expertise
Expertise
Exam 2
Holiday - Spring Holiday
Reasoning
Reasoning
Judgment and Decision Making
Judgment and Decision Making
Judgment and Decision Making
Individual Differences in Cognition
Individual Differences in Cognition
Summary and Review
Section 002 at 8am – 11am
Section 001 at 8am – 11am

Shared visual attention paper

Radiolab: Lost and Found paper

Multiple-choice tests exonerated
paper

Radiolab: Choices paper

Do babies learn from baby
media? paper

Final
Final

IMPORTANT: Regardless of when an exam is taken, it will be assumed that a strict honor code
applies. During an examination, no one should use any notes or books. No one should seek
information from or provide information to another. If, at any other time, you are talking with
someone who has not yet taken a particular exam or if you yourself still need to take it, you
should conscientiously avoid discussing the examination in any way.
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. In order to take
advantage of available accommodations, students must register with Disability Services for Students at
1900 Student Health Center, Campus Box 7509, 515-7653. For more information on NC State's policy
on working with students with disabilities, please see the Academic Accommodations for Students with
Disabilities Regulation (REG02.20.01)
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